HAIG COLLIERY
The last major colliery in Cumbria
The Haig mine shafts were sunk between 1914 & 1918 to provide better access to an area of coal, two miles
offshore, which was already being worked from Wellington Pit.
As there were already three shafts at Wellington, the new shaft sinkings became Numbers 4 & 5, with the
infant mine being known simply as No 5 Pit. Following the tradition of naming pits in the Whitehaven
Colliery after prominent people or events of the day (Wellington after the Duke, Ladysmith after the Boer
War battle etc.) the new pit was later named in honour of Douglas Haig, the British Army Commander during
the First World War.
The connection to Wellington was made in 1922 and, until the
closure of the latter in 1932, the two pits worked together.
The twin shafts, 1200 feet (365m) deep, were 18 (No 4) & 21 (No 5)
feet in diameter.
The workings were in the Main Band, a seam of top quality coal
up to 14 feet (4.26m) in thickness, the Bannock Band, about 8 feet
(2.44m) thick and only of slightly lesser quality than the Main Band
and Upper Metal Band.
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Working was carried out by Bord and Pillar from 1911 to 1935 but
much of the coal was worked from 1938 to 1951 by the advance
longwall method. In this system, as the name implies, coal was
removed from faces up to 150 yards (137m) in length off which a
slice 4 feet (1.22m) high, in the upper part of the seam, and up to 6
feet (1.83m) deep was taken.
The main issue in the Cumbrian pits was managing the high levels
of gas, and particularly in the northern areas around Workington,
dealing with faults. Overall, the Haig workings proved various fault
systems and also demonstrated that, between the main faults,
un-faulted ground allowed extensive longwall mining in various
seams.

Haig Colliery closed in 1986 as part of the run-down of the British
An example mine abandonment plan from Haig
coal mining industry. By then the mine workings were 43⁄4 miles
from the shore, but closure occurred despite Haig having undertaken major underground development in the early
1980s and gaining access to significant new areas of un-mined coking coal.
Haig Colliery produced more than 48 million tonnes of coal over its life even though, when the Colliery closed, it was
still using the pair of original steam powered winders installed when the Colliery was constructed, with a hoisting shaft
equipped with 6 tonne capacity skips (thus limiting annual production to no more than 700,000 tpa).

The Cumbrian coalfield extends along the coast from St Bees and
Whitehaven in the south to Maryport in the north, a distance of around
fourteen miles, and the coalfield varies in width from four to more than six
miles. From Maryport it continues a further twelve miles north to Wigton,
but narrows to about two miles in width.
A large area of the coal deposits have been worked under the sea bed,
mostly in the Whitehaven area, with the coal being mined more than four
miles out from the coast.
The map shows the extent of the coalfield in the southern zone.

