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OFFSHORE DRILLING 2017
During 2017, West Cumbria Mining undertook an offshore exploration
programme which saw the successful completion of five boreholes with full
target coal seam recovery from each of these. The programme ran from early
summer through to the end of October.
From June to the end of October jack-up
barge JB-119 was regularly visible off the
coast of Whitehaven.
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JB-119 off St Bees Head, August 2017

The offshore programme took place
between 1km to 4km off the coast and
visited five key sites of interest for coal
sample recovery.
The barge which is a self-elevating platform,
stands on the seabed using a Hanjin Drill
Rig to collect rock cores down to a depth
of more than 600m below the surface. The
sea water depth is typically 20m to 25m
in this area. The barge was equipped with
a 300t crane for cargo and crew transfers
and living accommodation for up to forty
people. In addition, a temporary offshore
site office was established on the barge.
The results of the exploration programme
will allow West Cumbria Mining geologists
to gain a greater understanding of the
subsurface geology, determine the
thickness and depth of target coal seams
and extract samples for up-to-date coal
quality assessments. The results are
important in confirming the target mining
seams and assisting with the detailed
design of the mine layout
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Clockwise from top left: JB-119
being loaded at Dublin Port.
The barge in position as viewed
from support boat ‘Afon Alaw’.
Crew transfer by ‘Billy Pugh’
crane basket.
Drilling operations underway
with the Hanjin rig.

JB-119 Main Dimensions
Length

46.10 m

Breadth

30.00 m

Depth

4.60 m

Draft maximum

3.25 m

Deck area

700 m2

Leg length

60.0 m

Leg diameter

2.00 x 2.00 m

Maximum Payload

900 tonnes

Crane Capacity

300 tonnes

Moon Pools

2 x Ø 550 millimeter
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