PROJECT UPDATE NEWSLETTER – AUTUMN 2018
Welcome to our latest Project Update newsletter which includes
updates on the progress of the Cumbrian Metallurgical Coal Project

Woodhouse Colliery Planning Application
We are currently receiving emails from local people
asking, quite rightly, about the current status of the
project and what is currently happening. WCM has
always sought to be open and honest in our engagement
and we continue to honour that commitment.

environmental matters, in particular surface rain water runoff and water discharge into Saltom Bay. The proposed
extension of the Solway Firth special protection area for
wintering bird populations has also created the need to
carry out significant offshore survey work.

The current status of the project is that we continue
to work toward securing planning permission for
Woodhouse Colliery from Cumbria County Council
(CCC). This process has taken longer than we had
originally hoped, with a lot of additional information being
requested since our original submission back in May 2017.
Much of the additional information has been related to

At the time of writing, we are hopeful that our application
will be considered by the CCC planning committee
in early 2019. WCM continue to progress technical
development of the project in terms of detailed design,
supply chain engagement and recruitment, but planning
is now the key issue and construction work cannot
commence until this has been resolved.

Letters of Support

Team News

We are regularly asked by members of the local
community where they can send their letters of support
for the project to in respect of the planning application.

Congratulations to
Alexander Garcia, our
Technical Manager who
has recently been awarded
the status of Chartered
Engineer (CEng) by the
Institute of Materials,
Minerals and Mining. This
award recognises ten years
of dedicated work within
the mining industry.

The easiest way to do this is to email:
developmentcontrol@cumbria.gov.uk and quote
reference Planning 4/17/9007 Woodhouse Colliery.
Please make sure to quote your name and postcode.
To date, around 200 letters of support have been
received by Cumbria County Council but every letter
and voice counts so please keep sending them in.

www.westcumbriamining.com

info@westcumbriamining.com

01946 848333

Offshore Work Ongoing
As part of the ongoing work to demonstrate that our
project has no unacceptable levels of environmental
impact, both on land and at sea, WCM are undertaking
final detailed marine survey work. This work includes
looking at the proposed discharge of rainwater to confirm
it will not cause harm to the sea plus mapping and
modelling of the sea bed over the area of offshore mining.
WCM is working with Seastar Surveys to produce this
detailed and technical report.
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Core Storage
Project

mining codes) for future reference,
inspection and evidence of the
work completed.

Since 2014, WCM has been
drilling deep boreholes (onshore
and offshore) to map the coal
deposits around the area of
Woodhouse Colliery.

To ensure that the core has been
safely stored, and to preserve it
as best as possible, WCM have
recently completed a long-term
core storage programme at its Haig
office site.

More than 10,000m of drilling has
been completed, from which
over 4,000m of rock core exists.
These drill programmes cost more
than ten million pounds, so the
core is now a valuable part of this
exploration process and has to
be stored (to meet international
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The WCM coal store at Haig museum

Seven steel shipping containers
have been allocated to become
the Woodhouse Colliery ‘core
store’, with each container being
fitted out with heavy duty industrial
racking to allow the core boxes
to be laid out for future access
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Beach profiling

Loading core boxes into the containers

Mussel bed with quadrat

and inspection. In total there are
851 core boxes, with each box
weighing in at around 40 kilos.
This means that the project team
moved a total of 34 tonnes of
cored rock twice! Once from
the former store to a temporarily
stacking area, and then on to its
final store location.
All of the core boxes have been
laid out in a safe manner, in date of
drilling and depth order, for long
term retrievability to allow for any
further testing, study or audit work.
We also hope that these cores
will be available for training and
educational purposes.
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Overhead view of coal core samples

Talk To Us
WCM welcomes any further
comments and feedback that you
may have by email, post or telephone.

West Cumbria Mining Ltd
Haig Museum
Solway Rd, Kells,
Whitehaven, Cumbria
CA28 9BG

4th Floor, Oakfield House
35 Perrymount Rd
Haywards Heath
RH16 3BW

www.westcumbriamining.com
info@westcumbriamining.com
01946 848333

